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§ 10.231 Requirements for raises of 
grade or new endorsements. 

(a) This section applies to applicants 
who already hold a valid credential and 
want to make either of the following 
transactions: 

(1) Add a new endorsement. 
(2) Obtain a raise of grade of an exist-

ing endorsement. 
(b) If an applicant for new endorse-

ment or raise of grade meets the re-
newal requirements under § 10.227 of 
this subpart for every endorsement 
listed on the MMC and requests re-
newal, the applicant will receive a cre-
dential valid for 5 years. When an ap-
plicant does not meet the renewal re-
quirements for every endorsement 
held, the applicant’s new endorsement 
will be issued with the expiration date 
that is the same as the current MMC. 

(c) A complete application for a new 
endorsement or raise of grade must 
contain the following: 

(1) A completed, signed application. 
(2) Proof that the mariner either 

holds a valid TWIC or has applied for a 
TWIC. 

(3) All supplementary materials re-
quired to show that the mariner meets 
the mandatory requirements for the 
new endorsements sought as follows: 

(i) The mandatory requirements for 
officer endorsements as contained in 
part 11 of this subchapter and para-
graph (d) of this section. 

(ii) The mandatory requirements for 
rating endorsements as contained in 
part 12 of this subchapter. 

(iii) The mandatory requirements for 
tankerman rating endorsements are 
contained in part 13 of this subchapter. 

(iv) The mandatory requirements for 
STCW endorsements as contained in 
parts 11, 12, and 13 of this subchapter. 

(4) The appropriate fee as contained 
in § 10.219 of this part. 

(5) Any uncanceled MMD, MMC, li-
cense, STCW endorsement, or COR held 
by the applicant. If one or more of 
these credentials are still valid at the 
time of application, a photocopy— 
front, back, and all attachments—will 
satisfy this requirement. 

(6) Applicants for the following en-
dorsements must produce evidence of 
having passed a chemical test for dan-
gerous drugs or of qualifying for an ex-

emption from testing in § 16.220 of this 
subchapter: 

(i) Any officer endorsement. 
(ii) The first endorsement as able 

seaman, lifeboatman, lifeboatman-lim-
ited, qualified member of the engine 
department, or tankerman. 

(7) Where sea service is required, doc-
umentary evidence in accordance with 
§ 10.232 of this part. 

(8) Applicants seeking a new endorse-
ment must either hold an unexpired 
medical certificate or submit a medical 
certificate application. 

(9) Consent to a Coast Guard check 
for offenses described in section 
205(a)(3)(A) or (B) of the National Driv-
er Register Act of 1982, as amended. 

(d) Additional requirements for an 
applicant seeking a raise of grade of an 
officer endorsement are as follows: 

(1) Sea service acquired before the 
issuance of an officer endorsement is 
generally not accepted as any part of 
the service required for a raise of grade 
of that endorsement. However, service 
acquired before issuance of an officer 
endorsement will be accepted for cer-
tain crossovers, endorsements, or in-
creases in scope of an MMC, as appro-
priate. In the limited tonnage cat-
egories for deck officers, total accumu-
lated service is a necessary criterion 
for most raises of grade; therefore, 
service acquired before the issuance of 
such officer endorsements will be ac-
cepted. 

(2) An applicant remains eligible for 
a raise of grade while on probation as a 
result of action under part 5 of this 
chapter. A raise of grade issued to a 
person on probation will be subject to 
the same probationary conditions im-
posed against his or her other creden-
tials. The offense for which he or she 
was placed on probation will be consid-
ered on the merits of the case in deter-
mining fitness to hold the endorsement 
applied for. No applicant will be exam-
ined for a raise of grade during any pe-
riod when a suspension without proba-
tion or a revocation imposed under 
part 5 of this chapter is effective 
against his or her credential or while 
an appeal from these actions is pend-
ing. 

(3) Professional examination. (i) When 
the Coast Guard finds an applicant’s 
experience and training for raise of 
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grade is satisfactory, and the applicant 
is eligible in all other respects, the 
Coast Guard will authorize a profes-
sional examination. 

(ii) Oral-assisted examinations may 
be administered in accordance with 
§ 11.201(j) of this subchapter. 

(iii) The general instructions for ad-
ministration of examinations and the 
lists of subjects for all endorsements 
are found in part 11, subpart I; part 12, 
subpart E; and part 13, subpart A of 
this subchapter. 

[USCG–2004–17914, 78 FR 77894, Dec. 24, 2013] 

§ 10.232 Sea service. 
(a) Documenting sea service. (1) Sea 

service may be documented in various 
forms such as certificates of discharge, 
pilotage service and billing forms, and 
service letters or other official docu-
ments from marine companies signed 
by the owner, operator, master, or 
chief engineer of the vessel. The Coast 
Guard must be satisfied as to the au-
thenticity and acceptability of all evi-
dence of experience or training pre-
sented. 

(2) Documentary evidence produced 
by the applicant, unless in the form of 
a Certificate of Discharge conforming 
to § 14.307 of this subchapter, must con-
tain all of the following information: 

(i) Vessel name(s) and official num-
bers listed on the registration, certifi-
cate, or document issued. 

(ii) Gross tonnage of the vessel. 
(iii) Propulsion power and mode of 

propulsion of the vessel. 
(iv) The amount and nature (e.g. 

chief mate, assistant engineer, etc.) of 
the applicant’s experience. 

(v) Applicable dates of service for 
each vessel, and the ports or terminals 
if applicable. 

(vi) The routes upon which the expe-
rience was acquired. 

(vii) For those seeking service credit 
on towing vessels in accordance with 
§ 11.211(e) of this subchapter, the aggre-
gate tonnage of the tug and barges dur-
ing the mariner’s service. 

(viii) Any other information nec-
essary to determine the applicability 
of STCW to the vessel. 

(ix) Whether the vessel is manned 
and equipped in accordance with 
SOLAS. 

(x) Where required for an officer en-
dorsement, time served as bridge 
watchkeeping or engine watchkeeping 
duties under the supervision of a quali-
fied officer. 

(3) An MMC endorsement, in certain 
cases, may be considered as satisfac-
tory evidence of any qualifying experi-
ence for obtaining other endorsements. 

(4) For service on vessels of less than 
200 GRT, owners of vessels may attest 
to their own service and provide proof 
of ownership. Those who do not own a 
vessel must obtain letters or other evi-
dence from licensed personnel or the 
owners of the vessels listed. 

(5) If the required sea service is asso-
ciated with watchkeeping functions 
and the performance of duties, as re-
quired in §§ 11.323, 11.329, and 11.333, the 
service must be documented as having 
been carried out under the direct su-
pervision of the appropriate person. If 
the required sea service is associated 
with the performance of duties, as re-
quired in §§ 11.470, 11.472, and 11.474, the 
service must be documented as having 
been carried out under the supervision 
of the appropriate person. 

(6) An applicant who has been acting 
as a pilot may submit a letter from a 
pilot’s association attesting to the ap-
plicant’s sea service. Pilots not part of 
an association may submit other rel-
evant records indicating service, such 
as billing forms. For a raise-of-grade, 
pilots must comply with the require-
ments of paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) Service toward an oceans, near- 
coastal, or STCW endorsement will be 
credited as follows: 

(1) Service on the Great Lakes will be 
credited on a day-for-day basis up to 
100 percent of the total required serv-
ice. 

(2) Service on inland waters, other 
than Great Lakes, that are navigable 
waters of the United States, will be 
credited on a day-for-day basis for up 
to 50 percent of the total required serv-
ice. 

(3) Service on vessels to which STCW 
applies, whether inland or coastwise, 
will be credited on a day-for-day basis. 
For establishing credit for sea service, 
the waters of the Inside Passage be-
tween Puget Sound and Cape Spencer, 
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